[Several biological properties of E. coli SK cells].
Escherichia coli SK cells are not colicinogenic, but possess multiple resistance to antibiotics (tetracycline, kanamycin, penicillin, polymyxin, ampicillin). Numerous variations, sensitive to one or several of the antibiotics listed were obtained by cloning the initial culture. Experiments with acridine orange failed to eliminate completely the resistance of E. coli cells to all five of the antibiotics under study. Partial modifications in the spectrum of antibiotic resistance did not influence the host specificity system present in the cells SK. The capacity of restriction and the activity of the methylating enzymes in all the clones under study in the initial strain proved to be the same.